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I Awarfare and the numberless anxieties which you endure in your unwearied zeal for the government of the Christian commonwealth, it causes myself, and indeed the whole world, groat delight that your Piety ever watches with special care over the custody of that Faith which makes the Empire of my Lords so resplendent. Whence I feel the fullest confidence, that, just as you champion the cause of God with religious affection, so God champions and assists yours with the grace of Ilia Majesty. How greatly your Serene Piety, out of regard for righteousness and zoal for the true religion, has been moved against the impious wickedness of the I)onatists,the tenour of the commands you have sent most clearly shows. But most reverend bishops coming from the province of Africa, assert that those commands have been disregarded by carelessness or connivance, and that neither is the judgment of God feared, nor, so far, have the Imperial decrees boon put into effect. They add, moreover, that the bribes of the Donatists so prevail in the province that the Catholic Faith is publicly put xip to salo. On the other hand, the Glorious CUmnadiushas complained to me of one of thomj who made these complaints, and two others bore him out on the same mutter. But since in this case a secular judge was romuu'nod, I have thought it right to send those bishops to your Pioty, that they may iu person inform you of what, as they say, tliiiy have tmdural for the Catholic Faith. Wherefore, I beseech you, my Moat Christian Lord, for the salvation of your own soul and tha life of your most gracious offspring, to issue strict orders for the punishment of such persons, and to arrest with saving hand the fall of the perishing, to apj>ly the balm of correction to minds insane, and to expel from them the venom of error* so that, while by the remedies of your godly care the darkness of pestilential wickedness is expelled, and the true Faith sheds her bright rays in these lands, you may have laid up for you a heavenly triumph in the presence of our Redeemer, because you not only defend men from outward enemies, but also, what is u yet more glorious achievement, preserve them from the venom of diabolic fraud within.11
